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SUBJECT: COPYRIGHT - PHILIPPINE PRESIDENTIAL DECREE 285 

REF: (A) DEPT 230569; (B) MEMO OF CONVERSATION, 11/20/73; 

(C) DEPT 223410; (D) MANILA 10763; (E) MEMO OF CONVER- 
SATION, 1 1/6/73 

1. FOLLOWING LETTER DATED JANUARY 15, 1974 SENT BY LEO 
ALBERT, CHAIRMAN OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMITTEE FOR 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN PUBLISHERS, TO DR. GERARDO SICAT, 
DIRECTOR GENERAL, PHILIPPINE NEDA REGARDING DISCUSSIONS IN 
DEPARTMENT ON NOVEMBER 20, 1973 ABOUT REPRINT LICENSING 
AGREEMENTS (SEE REFS (A), (B), (C) AND (E)): 

QUOTE: ALMOST TWO MONTHS HAVE ALREADY ELAPSED SINCE 
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WE HAD THE PLEASURE OF MEETING WITH YOU IN WASHINGTON. 
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WE TRUST YOU HAD A FRUITFUL JOURNEY AND A SAFE RETURN 
TO MANILA. 

DURING OUR DISCUSSION, YOU EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE RE- 
PRINT LICENSING AGREEMENTS WE HAVE SIGNED WITH THE NATIONAL 
BOOK FOUNDATION (NBF) IN PAKISTAN. UNDER THE TERMS OF THE 
AGREEMENTS. NBF AGREES TO PAY TO THE AUTHOR/PUBLISHER A 
ROYALTY RATE IN U.S. CURRENCY OF 2 PERCENT OF U.S. LIST 
PRICE ON ALL COPIES SOLD. NBF FURTHER AGREES TO SHOW ON 
THE COPYRIGHT PAGE (EXAMPLE): 

C - (C IS IN A CIRCLE) 

PRENTICE-HALL, INC. 

THIS REPRINT AUTHORIZED BY PRENTICE-HALL.INC. 

FOR SALE AND DISTRIBUTION IN PAKISTAN ONLY. 

THE FOREGOING TERMS HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY U.S. PUBLISHERS 
AND ARE ALSO CONSIDERED REASONABLE AND SATISFACTORY BY 
THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN. 

WE RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT YOU CONSIDER LIKE TERMS AND 
ESPECIALLY THAT REPRINT RIGHTS TO A SINGLE TITLE BE 
GRANTED ONLY TO ONE PUBLISHER (REPRINTER) IN ORDER TO 
CONSERVE RAW MATERIALS AND TO ENABLE THE REPRINTER TO 
MAKE A FAIR RETURN ON HIS INVESTMENT. THE SELLING PRICES 
OF SUCH REPRINTS ARE, OF COURSE, TO BE ESTABLISHED BY 
THE REPRINTER. THE U.S. PUBLISHERS/AUTHORS HAVE NO SAY 
IN THE MATTER. 

AS CHAIRMAN OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMITTEE FOR THE 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN PUBLISHERS, I CAN ASSURE YOU OF 
OUR DESIRE TO COOPERATE WITH YOU IN YOUR ENDEAVOR TO MAKE 
OUR KNOWLEDGE AVAILABLE TO PHILIPPINE STUDENTS AT THE 
LOWEST POSSIBLE COST. UNQUOTE 

2. BECAUSE OF U.S. ANTITRUST LAWS, ALBERT FEELS UNABLE 
TO GIVE FIRM COMMITMENTS FOR U.S. PUBLISHING INDUSTRY 
THAT IT WILL ABIDE BY THIS PROPOSED ARRANGEMENT. HOW- 
EVER, ALBERT POINTED OUT TO DEPARTMENT AND SICAT DURING 
NOVEMBER 20 MEETING, (REF B), THAT FROM HIS PAST EXPERI 
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ENCE IN PAKISTAN MOST IMPORTANT PUBLISHERS WILL ABIDE BY 
THIS ARRANGEMENT. 

3. U.S. PUBLISHERS ARE EXPRESSING GRAVE CONCERN OVER 
PRINCIPLE INVOLVED IN DECREE 285. PUBLISHERS AND DEPART- 
MENT AGREE THAT IF THIS DECREE IS ALLOWED TO REMAIN IN 
FORCE, OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES MAY FOLLOW THIS PRECE- 
DENT AND ENACT SIMILAR DECREES, DESTROYING VALUABLE 
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U.S. INTERNATIONAL BOOK MARKETS AND INTERNATIONAL COPY- 
RIGHT SYSTEM INSOFAR AS DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE CON- 
CERNED. 

4. ALBERT, AS CHAIRMAN OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMITTEE 
FOR ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN PUBLISHERS, ARRIVING MANILA 
FEBRUARY 19 AND DEPARTING FEBRUARY 25. WOULD LIKE TO 
DISCUSS PUBLISHERS' CONCERNS WITH AMBASSADOR AND OTHER 
EMBASSY OFFICERS AS APPROPRIATE. ALBERT PLANS MEET WITH 
PRESIDENT MARCOS AND NEDA DIRECTOR SICAT REGARDING DECREE 
285 AND FOLLOW-UP ON LETTER TO SICAT IN PARA 1 . (FYI: 

ALBERT INFORMED DEPT THAT PRENTICE-HALL MAY PUBLISH A 

BOOK AUTHORED BY PRESIDENT MARCOS. END FYI) ALBERT ALSO 
PLANS MEET WITH OFFICIALS OF CENTRAL BANK TO DISCUSS 
BOOK ROYALTIES. ARRANGEMENTS TO MEET WITH PHILIPPINE 
OFFICIALS WILL BE MADE BY ALBERT. HOWEVER, IF PROBLEMS 
ENCOUNTERED BY ALBERT IN ARRANGING APPOINTMENTS WITH GOP 
OFFICIALS, EMBASSY ASSISTANCE MAY BE REQUESTED. 

5. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES MANY EFFORTS PREVIOUSLY MADE 
BY EMBASSY AND PROMPT REPORTING ON DEVELOPMENTS OF PRESI- 
DENTIAL DECREE 285. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: (A) APPOINTMENT WITH AMBASSADOR 
AND OTHER EMBASSY OFFICIALS AS INDICATED IN PARA 4. 

(B) EMBASSY COMMENT ON PROSPECTS GOP ACCEPTANCE OF ALBERT 
PROPOSAL OUTLINED PARA 1 OR OTHER MEASURES TO ALLEVIATE 
DAMAGE TO COPYRIGHT PRINCIPLE UNDER DECREE 285. (C) 

EMBASSY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTIONS USG MIGHT TAKE TO 
ASSIST PUBLISHERS IN MODIFYING DECREE OR ITS EFFECT. 

IN THIS CONNECTION EMBASSY AUTHORIZED EXPRESS USG CONCERN 
AND DESIRE FOR SETTLEMENT OF ISSUE, BUT SHOULD NOTE 
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ALBERT PREFERS PRESENT HIS PROPOSAL BEFORE ANY EMBASSY 
REPRESENTATION MADE ON BEHALF OF U.S. PUBLISHERS. 

(D) REQUEST DETAILED EMBASSY REPORT ON ALBERT VISIT AND 
RESULTS. PLEASE REPLY ATTN: EB/CBA/BP. KISSINGER 
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